
00 you wish that there were laws to protect the 
health and well-being of people, animals, 

plants, trees, land, water .. .. lnfact the whole planet. 

Well-there are! 
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Man shall have nothing but what he strives for 
Protecting health and well-being is not easy. and needs 
directed work. done for the sake of pleasing and being close to 
God. regardless of pressures that work against it. 

Sounds quite good in theory, but how do you get people to 
follow these laws? 

Rrstly, Islam is not a relig ion of blind belief, so people have to be convinced, in 
their heart and mind. by evidence and reasoning that the Qur'an is. indeed. the 
word of God and the truth. and that Muhammad (pbuh) is truly the final 
Prophet and Messenger of God. Once convinced. the faith of Muslims is not an 
emotional state but has solid foundations. Therefore. the faith of a believing 
Muslim can have a big impact on their lives. Firstly their view of nature and 
attitudes towards itare important in shaping their general behaviour. 

The Islamic View of Nature 
From the Islamic perspective: 
Nature is One. created and sustained by One All-Powerful God. who is 
constantly. and intimately aware of, and continuously in control of all things, 
from the tiniest particle to the greatest galaxy. All of it follows God's unified 
laws. exhibiting perfect pattern and balance. Everything has its role- its reason 
for existing and interacting with other things in its own particular way, 
according to God's all-encompassing knowledge and wisdom. Everything in the 
Universe obeys. submits to. serves and declares the praises of God. each in its 



Human belOgs are exceptIOnal 10 havtng the responsibility 01 a very limited 
conSClOUS free WIll In chOOSing whether or not to do the same as the rest 01 
Creabon and obey Goers laws 10 thetr IntentionS. attItUdes. words and deeds. 
However. whether they hke It or not. their bodies obey those same laws! This 
fr ee WIll of human beings IS a test for them. to see who WIll obey Goel's 
commands and who WIll diSObey. To obey they must fulfil their responSibilities 
as God's appOinted custodians end guardians of the earth. 

Human Beings are Agents or Custodians of the 
Earth 

God, the Creator and Sustalner of the Unrverse. has appotnted humanity as 
HIS agent and Inhentor (Khellfah) to act as a custodian by looking after 
everything according to God's commands. God's Creation. including plants 
and animals. has been put under the power of human beings for them to 
use. but they must only do so within the hmrts set by God. 

"It IS He (God) who has made you (His) custodians in the 
earth. He has raised you in ranks. some above others: that 
He may try you in the gifts He has given you. for your Lord is 
quick in punishment: yet He is indeed oft.forglving. Most 
Merciful". (Our'an: Chapter 6 . Verse 165) 

In many situations, injustice occurs due to lack of 
accountability. What is the answer? 

Muslims beheve all humans are held accountable by God. and are ludged by 
Him. so that there are consequences, in thiS life and In the Hereafter, for all 
our deciSions. 

Firstly, in all situabons, the natural consequences In this life may be a reward 
or punishment from God. Atl good IS from God, and all evtl and mischief is 
allowed by God to show the results of the misuse of the free will. If humans 
disobey God's laws. He only lets them taste a part of these negative 
consequences. and He is patient before punishing them more severely. to 
gIVe people a chance to turn back to. and obey Him. 

"Mischief has appeared on land and sea because of (the result) that 
the hands of men have earned. That (Allah) may gNe them a taste of 
some of their deeds, In order that they may turn back (from evil)". 
(Ouran: Chapter 30. Verse 41) 

·Whatever m isfortune happens t o you is because of the things your 
hands have earned. and for many of them He grants forgiveness". 
(Our'an' Chapter 42. Verse 30) 

Therefore the punishment. In the form of mischief and misfortune IS a test 
of faith. to make us look at our Irves and turn back to God, seeking 
forgrveness, asking for hiS help and Improving our behaVIOUr. The reward of 
abundance and ease is a test of faith as well. to see whether those 
rewarded become arrogant and forget God, or are grateful to Him. 
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